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I began writing this article this way, “On behalf of AKI USA, I'd like to extend a hearty
congratulations---" Then I changed it to be more personal - from me, personally: “I'm so
happy to hear that my two long-time friends and mentors have reached such a high level---”

[ was at a loss as to which perspective to use.

On the one hand, I have great memories of training now 20 years ago at Sasame dojo
with both of them. Being just a white belt, I was really scared to train with them. But I
knew that as scared as I was, | was always safe. They always knew how to take care of me

and keep me from injuring myself with my lousy ukemi.

I remember the very first time we went to a pub after training at Sasame dojo. I had
been in Japan less than a week. I was scared that Japanese sempai would be very strict
and unkind to me. We sat down at the pub, the beers arrived, and before my
and I could Eick up a beer, the sempai were already holding the bottles and pouring for

ough we were still white belts! This was different from my expectation and

us! - Even t
stereotype: -

So Numata Sensei, Seino Sensei, from the bottom of my heart, I personally thank you for
taking care of me over the years and I congratulate you on your achievement, dedication,
commitment, and this promotion. And on behalf of AKI USA, I congratulate you. You are
an inspiration to all of us to continue our training and never give up.

A.K.I.U.S.A.

Congratulations to Seino sensei and Numata Sensei on receiving 7th Dan
Both Seino Sensei and Numata Sensei have been supporting Australian AKI since the

early 1980's.

Seino sensei first visited Australia in 1980 with Takeda sensei. He continued to visit with
Suzuki sensei many times in the 80’s to teach at gasshuku and visit dojo. He also supported

us in the 90's and helped develop aikido in Australia.

Numata Sensei first visited in 1983 and also on a number of other times over the 80’s

and 90’s also to teach at gasshuku and dojos around Australia.

Australian AKI thanks Seino Sensei and Numata Sensei for their wonderful support over
the years and we are very happy to see them both receive 7th Dan.
e congratulate you and say you both are wonderful examples of Osensei’'s Way.

AK.l. Australia Stephen Seymour
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